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THE DIVER. 

From Old Humphrey's “ Thoughts for the Thoughtful.” 
It is a pleasant thing when pilgrims are 
travelling the same road together, to beguile 
the time by the relation of their past adven- 
tures. A Zion-bound pilgrim lately gave me 
an interesting history, in wearly the following 

ords : 
, * Often, ithe days of my youth, have | 
gazed on fragments of ruddy coral, goodly 
shells aad pearls, costly stones and curious 
sea-weed, and thought of those wrestlers of 
the ocean, who dive down to the caverns of 
the deep in search of pearls. 

“The wild wonders of the ocean, explored 

the I-diver, in his painful struggles to 
SErtte Geanures of the raging ocean, have 
been at such seasons present with me. ‘The 
broken ship, and half-buried anchor; the 
monsters of the world of waters; the sharp, 
craggy rock ; the deep, dark cavern ; the 
glittering spear ; the sparkling gem, and light 
reflecting pearl. ‘They that go down to the 
sea in ships, that do business in great waters, 
these see the works of the Lord, and his 
wonders in the deep;’ and he who pursues the 
wild-and life,wasting calling of a diver, has 
sceff: AYgggor and beauty presented to his 
eyes, that others never saw. I speak of 
these things feelingly, for I myself have been 
a diver;—but do not mistake me. Pearls 
though I have, costly beyond all price, yet 
they were not brought up from the mighty 
deep: listen, and you shall hear my relation. 

“ For twenty years of my life, I was a 
diver im books, and brought up stores of 


. knowledge, that to me where prizeable, gems 
~ of thought and costly pearls of reflection ; but 


all this time I was as much a stranger to my- 
self as 1 was to the bottom of the sea. I 
sought my own pleasure, I delighted to hear 
some new thing, and to see some new sight ; 
but there was one sight I could never see, 
and that was, the sinfulness of my own heart. 

“Qne First-day of the week, as I sat in 
the house of worship, it pleased the Holy Spi- 
rit to take of the woe spoken by a zealous 
and faithful minister of the gospel, and apply 
them with.power to my soul. The word of 
the Lord was ‘quick, and powerful, and 


» |* with the rod of his mouth,’ and to dash me| away ; blessed 


sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing | adversity, by the mercy of a covenant God, 
even to the dividing asunder of soul and spi-| who made all these bitter things to work to- 


rit, and of the joints and marrow,’ and was| gether for my eternal good, the pearl of subs» 


‘a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the | mission was added to my treasures. 
heart.’ 


* The 
The minister seemed to smite me | Lord gave,’ if ‘and the Lord bath taken 
the name of the Lord.’ 

in pieces ‘like a potter’s vessel.’ That ser-| “ In this ‘ great deep,’ I saw more of the 
mon, for the first time in my life, set me | works of the Lord and his wonders than I had 
diving into my own bosom. I descended, not | ever known before. He made all his goodness 
altogether unattended by the light of His | to pass before me, and showed me wherefore 

irtt, who will ‘ search Jerusalem with can- he contended with me. 
dies,’ into the deep caverns of my own evil|him. I had left my ‘first love.’ I had 
heart. What I found there, I will not make | joined myself unto idols, and mine eyes were 
k nor attempt to describe the terrors | turned earthward; but in these deep waters 
t my soul at the discovery. Blessedi/the Lord lifted them up, and then Ivsaw ‘ no 
be the'God of mercy! in my distress, I be-| man, save Jesus only.’ Two other’ pearls 
came a diver in the Scriptures of eternal|were obtained through mercy—the pearls of 
truth ; and, though for a long time I was un-| love, and of Christian asstifance. Yes! when 
successful, through his goodness, who hath |the winds and waves were stilled, there was 
measured the waters in the hollow of his \‘a great calm;’ and in that calm my soul 
hand, I became possessed of the pearl of re-|could say unto the Lord, not only,‘ Whom 


I had departed from 





» and cried out, ‘ God be mercifulto | have I in heaven but thee?’ but also, * There 


mea sifner !’ Luke xviii. 13. 
“Though I then possessed a gem more 
precious than the gold of Ophir, in the pearl 
of repentance ; yet for a long time I knew not 
the value of it, nor felt any comfort in its 
ion, until one day a kind friend, by his 
encouraging and Christiau- counsel, set me 
diving again, no longer into the troubled sea 
of my own guiltiness, nor the dark, frowning 
waves of God’s holy law, but into the bound- 
less ocean of the everlasting promises of the 
gospel. Another pearl was then added to my 
treasure, and that was the pearl of hope; so 
that I was enabled to rejoice in the blessed 
assurance of Him who spake as never man 
spake: ‘ Him that cometh to me, I will in no 
wise cast out.’ John vi. 37. 

“ The time came, however, when I left off 
to ‘do business in great waters;’ for things 
went very smoothly and well with me. I 
began to think, with David, that the Lord 
had made my mountain to stand so fast, that 
I should ‘never be moved.’ I began to be 
less careful, and then was less prayerful, in 
my heavenly walk. This carelessness and 
self-confidence, by degrees, brought in great 
backsliding of heart, and barrenness of soul ; 
and where it would have ended, I cannot tell; 
but it pleased a faithful God, who had set his 
love upon me, to visit me with the rod. The 
dark clouds of his providence gathered above 
me, and a heavy storm broke over my head. 
One dearer far to me than my own life was 
suddenly snatched away, and I was left a 
lonely pilgrim on the earth. Then, indeed, 
was my soul overwhelmed within me; and, 
being exceedingly tossed in the tempest of 
affliction, my cry was, ‘ All thy waves and 
thy billows are gone over me!’ A 


is none upon earth that I desire beside thee.” 
These, then, are some ofthe pearls which, 
through mercy, I possess. 

“I must how say a few words about one 
pearl which I have kept back till the last, 
because, in comparison thereof, all the pearls 
I have spoken of are worthless as the small 
dust of the earth; and,as my Lord knows 
how apt I am, by my waywardness, to lose ur 
injure the pearls and ornamenis in my posses- 
sion, he has placed this one Pearl of pearls, 
which is the sum and substance of all my 
wealth, in so secure and exalted a place, that 
it is utterly impossible for the bitterest of my 
enemies, either on earth or in hell, to touch it. 
God has placed this inestimable treasure ‘ far 
above all principality, and power, and might, 
and dominion,’ even in heaven itself, at the 
right hand of his eternal throne. Yes, this 
precious ‘ Pearl of great price’ is the Lord 
Jesus Christ, my sacrifice and my Saviour, 
the eternal and everlasting God, whopby the 
offering up of himself, has purchased for me 
an inheritance in the kingdom of his Father, 
where I shall be with him forever and ever.” 


Recovery from Intoxication.—Dr. Petin, a 
German physician, states that he has found 
the spirit of hartshorn (in the dose of a tea- 
spoonful in a glass of water,) to counteract the 
inebriating effects of strong fermented liquors 
and spirits, and to recover a person from an 
apparently lifeless state, from an excess of 
wine, in an hour or two.—Late Paper. 


Receding of the Sea.—The Phare de Ro- 


gain I be-|chelle states, that the sea is reteding so ra- 


came a diver; and, in the deep waters of|pidly from the Bay of Bourg Neuf, that the 
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74 THE FRIEND. 
remains of an lish ship-of-war, mounting|beloved friend; and by submitting to the| in adesire that I might be preserved and sus- 


sixty-four guns, which was lost on an oyster- 
bank, called Les Retraits des CEuvres, whil 

in pursuit of ‘a French ship, in 1752, is now 
to be found in the midst of a cultivated plain. 


“this vessel struck with the present level, it 
will be found that the depth of the sea has 
diminished at least fifteen feet. 


== 
GEORGE JONES. 


(Eng.) concerning George Jones. 


Under a deep sense of the loss that we have 
sustained by the removal of our well-beloved 
friend from the church militant, we believe it 
right to commemorate his exemplary walking 
in various stages, and under various circum- 
stances of life; in the hope that those who 
survive, and even some of future generations, 

derive encouragement in embracing, and 

gth in pursuing the heayeoward path, 
whilst contemplating the blessed effects of co- 
Operation with the manifestations of Divine 
grace in the secret of the heart, which was 
evinced in the conduct of our dear friend, and 
whereby he grew to the stature of a strong 
man in the Lord. 

He was born at Horsehay, in the county of 
Salop, on the eleventh day of the Sixth month, 
1765. His parents, William and Elizabeth 
Jones, were members of our religious Society, 
in which profession he was brought up, and in 
the attendance of Newdale meeting, to which 
they belonged. 

His mother, a pious woman, died when he 
was about seven years old, which was a great 
loss: for she had manifested much solicitude 
to impress him with the Divine fear. She was 
in the practice of rehearsing to him the mar- 
»vellous dealings of the Lord with his people, 
especially with Friends when they were first 
gathered to be a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works. By these means she endeavoured 
to prepare his youthful mind to receive the 
visitations of heavenly love, and she encour- 

_ aged him to yield to the influence of Divine 
grace. The religious parental care thus ex- 
ercised towards him in his childhood, he, in 
after life, esteemed to have been a very great 
blessing, in having been a means of guarding 
him against evil in the slippery paths of youth, 

and under close trials and conflicts which he 
had to endure. 

When twelve years old he was bound ap- 
prentice. His master, Joseph Heath, who 
resided in Coventry, had joined our Society, 
by convincement, and was of exemplary con- 
duct: he had a very acceptable gift in the 
ministry, in the exercise whereof he was fre- 
quently engaged to travel to distant places ; 
thus unavoidably leaving those in his employ- 
ment more exposed. When at home he took 
especial care to encourage them in the right 
way, and to guard them against dangepiaath 
by example and precept, and by requiring the 
frequent family reading of the Holy Scriptures, 
and the writings of our early Friends. This 
wholesome tuition tended to cherish and 


strengthen the good desires, often felt by our 






































power of Divine grace, inwardly revealed, he 
was enabled to resist allurements and temp- 
tations to vice incidental to youth. 

When about fourteen years of age, being 
powerfully visited by, and yielding to, the 
Divine influence, his mind was filled with the 
love of God; and he had to believe, that he 
should be required to declare to others the 
goodness of the Lord, and call upon them to 
serve Him; but so great was the fear that 
possessed his mind, lest he should be mis- 
taken, and attempt to speak in his own will, 
that he was frequently drawn into deep in- 
ward silence, and he was led apxiously to 


|desire, that if his impressions were right, as 


to the apprehended Divine requirement, he 
might be informed, through the medium of a 
minister, at the close of a meeting that had 
been held in silence. Soon after thic, at the 
close of a week-day meeting, a much-approved 
minister and member of the same meeting, 


plainly declared that there were those present, | 


in whom the Divine power was manifest, who 
would have to bear a public testimony to the 
Truth in that meeting. On this occasionyour 
friend was so overcome by the Lord’s power 
that he could not avoid trembling to a degree 
that drew many eyes upon him ; and in noting 
the circumstance, he says, “ Oh! the Divine 
love and awful fear with which my mind was 
filled. My desire was now fully answered ; 
[I had no doubt left as to what the Lord re- 
quired of me.” 


About the fifteenth year of his age, his 
obedience was put to the test by, to use his 
own expressions, “an evidence as clear as 
noonday what I should have said, yet I gave 
way to reasoning and improper fear, and did 


not obey the Divine requiring.” For this dis- 


obedience he was much deserted, and the 
enemy was suffered to buffet him so, that he 
was for some years in sore affliction, to such 
a degree, that, he says, “ 1 apprehended my 
destruction was nigh at hand, and the horror 
I had to pass through was indescribable ;” but 
as under a deep sense of, and contrition for 
his disobedience, he endeavoured patiently to 
submit to the Lord’s judgments, He, in his 
own way and time, permitted his light again 
to shine upon his afflicted one, who by faith- 
fulness to its manifestations was, in redeeming 
love and mercy, favoured to witness an in- 
crease and more sensible enjoyment of the 
Divine presence, and was again called upon to 
speak in a meeting for worship: he did not 
hesitate, but obeyed the impression, which 
brought him the reward of peace: this was 


about the age of eighteen. 











Speaking of this interesting period, he says: 
“ Having thus been as in the depths of the sea, 
in great distress and anguish, with the weeds 
wrapped about my head, and shut out from 
the Divine presence for a very long season, as 
a chastisement for my disobedience, a short 
time before the decease of my valued master, 
I began to experience a renewed evidence of 
Divine favour ; he said but little to me respect- 
ing my situation, and knew but little from any 
outward information; yet I have cause to be- 
lieve, from his conversation and feeling man- 
ner towards me, that he was secretly engaged | that appeared to him like a departure from 


tained in this time of deep trial. He encour. 
aged me to attend our Monthly and Quarterly 
Meetings, which I considered a great favour, 
and profitable to me. The conduct and con. 
versation of my dear master was instructive 
and encouraging to me, in my deeply tribu- 
lated path. He would, notwithstanding my 
youth, when he felt himse/f in a tried situation, 
say, ‘ Come, let us sit a little quietly, and try 
to feel what is the Divine will.’ ” 

Our dear friend attended the Yearly Meet- 
ing the first time in 1786, being his twenty. 
first year, performing the journey on foot : he 
returned with a valuable member of Stock- 
port Meeting, by whose recommendation he 
commenced business in Stockport in the same 
year. 

He began with a small borrowed capital of 
thirty pounds, and was so fearful of not being 
able to pay his debts, and of thereby bringing 
reproach on the cause of ‘Truth, which was 
very dear to him, that he kept a daily account 
of his income and expenditure ; but whilst his 
business was so small, that he and a woman 
servant, a member of the Society, were the 
only attendants in the shop, he believed it 
right not to allow his busines8*to interfere 
with the attendance of week-day meetings ; 
and to set them both at liberty, he closed his 
shop during meeting-time, and this when trade 
was depressed. He continued this practice in 
after life, when he had several young men 
employed in his business, for whose religious 
welfare he evinced a paramount solicitude. 

His friends who knew him after his_busi- 
ness became larger and profitable, can testify 
that it was his especial care to seek, first, the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness ; and 
when he was favoured to experience the 
promise fulfilled, in the addition thereto of all 
things needful, he was contented with a moder- 
ate competence, and set his brethren a good 
example, by giving up business to those who 
had occasion for it, instead of keeping it for 
the accumulation of riches. With this com- 
petence he was liberal in relieving the neces- 
sities of the indigent, and in promoting the 
cause of Truth. 

He was married three times; hisw Jast 
wife, Ann Burgess, who survives him, ia 
1815. 

He was acknowledged a minister by Mor- 
ley Monthly Meeting, in Seventh month, 
1801, having appeared acceptably as such in 
our meetings for worship, for a number of 
years previous thereto. Of our dear friend, 
as a minister, we can bear record, that his 
upright life and conversation were consistent 
therewith ; that the prosperity of the cause of 
truth and righteousness on the earth was. his 
great concern, faithfully occupying with the 
talent committed to him, according to the abi- 
lity received ; his ministry was plain, sound, 
and edifying ; tending to draw from a depen- 
dence on the understanding and wisdom of 
man, to the teachings of the Grace of God, 
which bringeth salvation, and which hath 
appeared to all men. 

He was exceedingly jealous, with a godly 
jealousy, of any thing among his brethren 
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_ destruction. How are they to be prepared 


“his regenerating and purifying power, so that 


THE FRIEND. 


the good old way of our forefathers iu reli- 
ious profession, which they had proved to be 
the right way of the Lord, and in which they 
were concerned and strengthened to walk, at 
the cost of every thing to human nature dear. 
And he did not omit early and earnestly to 
admonish where he apprehended danger. 

With the view of guarding his fellow-mem- 
bers from declension and innovation, and of 
informing others, he spent much of what 
might be terme@his leisure time, until nearly 
the close of life, in extracting, mostly from 
our ancient and most approved doctrinal 
writers, such parts as appeared to him clearly 
to set forth our principles, and had them 
widely circulated in the form of tracts. 

His travels in the ministry were consider- 
able in Ireland, Scotland, and England. 

From 1826 to ’30, in company with his 
wife, he paid an extensive religious visit to 
Friends in parts of North America. This 
was rendered a peculiarly arduous and pain- 
ful service, owing to the then unsettled state 
of our Society in that land. By testimonials 
received from the Yearly Meetings which he 
attended, it appears that his religious service 
was to the comfort and encouragement of 
Friends there. 

These with many other religious engage- 
meats and labours of love, among Frieads aid 
others in his own and neighbouring counties, 
with the regular attendance of his own meet- 
ings, when in health, at home, and his almost 
constant attendance of the Yearly Meeting, 
occupied a great portion of his time. 

In the beginning of 1839, in his seventy- 
fourth year, our dear friend had a long and 
serious illness: he was reduced so low, that 
‘several Friends of Stockport, and of a neigh- 
bouring meeting, came to take, as they 
thought, a final leave of him. 

During this illness, he desired an intimate 
acquaintance to write as fulloweth, from his 
dictation, to be seen after his close: “ See 
how the wise puzzle themselves about the 
unsearchable mystery, scarcely knowing what 
conclusion to come to; (instead of being es- 
tablished in Christ the true Rock, which they 
so much profess in words, and of becoming 
learnedjimehis school ;) a situation referred to 
by Peter, when he said, The unstable and 
unlearned wrest the Scriptures to their own 







































never be an end.” 

From this illness, during which he was 
deeply exercised on account of the state of 
the Society, to the surprise of most who had 
seen him, he gradually recovered, and attend- 
ed the interment of four individuals who had 
visited him as before mentioned, all of whom 
were younger than himself. And in the fol- 
lowing year, 1840, he attended the Yearly 
Meeting for the last time. 

In 1841, accompanied by his wife, he paid 
a visit of Jove to several of the neighbouring 
meetings and families of Friends; and thence 
Pp into Essex, on what proved to be 
a last visit to his friends there. 

After this journey, his strength declined 
more perceptibly : he would frequently be re- 
counting the goodness and mercy of the Hand 
that had led him, and fed him, kept and sus- 
tained him, from childhood through a long 
series of years, and provided for him in many 
“> far beyond his expectation or desert. 

n the Ninth month, 1841, he attended our 
Quarterly Meeting the last time at Nantwich, 
and went thence to Liverpool, (accompanied 
by his wife,) where he attended the Lanca- 
shire Quarterly Meeting, and remained a few 
days afterwards with his friends. 

{a the Eleventh month he attended our 
Monthly Meeting the last time; and in that 
meeting he manifested an unabated desire for 
the growth of his Friends in the everlasting 
Truth. He obtained leave from it to present 
a tract, which he had formed of passages se- 
lected from an “ Epistle of Stephen Crisp to 
those who have believed the Truth,” to each 
member above twelve years of age:—this was 
like a last legacy to his Friends. ‘ 

On First-day, the 19th of Twelfih month, 
1841, our dear friend attended both the fore- 
noon and afternoon meetings for worship, and 
the preparative meeting at Stockport. In the 
night he was feverish and restless: this was 
increasingly the case at times in the succeed- 
ing stages of his illness. On some of these 
occasions he was much tried, mourning that 
he was not able to stay his mind as he desir- 
ed; but at intervals he was relieved, and 
sweetly composed. In the course of his ill- 
uess, when feeling low and depressed in spirit, 
he said, “I have nothing of my own—no 
righteousness of my own to depend upon or 
to trust in ; but there isa blessing for the poor 
in spirit.” And at one time, under a feeling 
of great restlessness and suffering, he said, 
“ What a favour it would be, if I might go to 
my mansion in heaven !” 

After First-day, the 26th, his strength sunk 
rapidly ; but in allusion to his own state and 
feeling, he, with great sweetness and heavenly 
composure, said, “* Enter into life, to live with 
theth that live forever.” 

On Fourth-day, the 29th, a particular friend 
came to see him; and taking a seat near his 


even for paradise, if they receive not Christ, 
and are not taught of Him, not yielding to 


they might be taught of Him, and enabled 
through his strengthening them to do the 
Divine will. In whatever other way we seek 
tu know the way to the kingdom, it will be in 
vain, for He it is who is declared to be our 
Saviour and our Lord; whom if we do not 
know whilst here to save us from our sins, as 
Hs has declared, ‘Where I go, thither ye 
cannot come.’ What a lamentable state of 
mind to be in, is that of depending upon this 
man’s wisdom, or the other man’s wisdom; 
saying, Lo, here is Christ, or, Lo, he is there; 
whilst it is recorded in the Scriptures, that 
the kingdom of Christ is within, and it belongs 
to Him to rule and reign there, who is called 
Wonderful, Councellor, the Mighty God, the 


his family being also present, he requested 
there might be quietness ; and after a short 
pause he said: “ It is very pleasant to have 
the company of those with whom we have 
travailed in the cause of Truth. Oh that 


Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace, and | none may be pushed 
of whose-kingdom and government there shall| they have attained! Weare but poor crea- 




















bed, his wife and another female member of 
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tures at the best, and all we have is of the 
Lord’s mercy.” 

Fourth-day night was a very suffering one. 

On Fifth-day morning he appeared some- 
what easier, and several times attempted to 
repeat the passage of Scripture, “ Come unto 
me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest ;” repeating, ‘* Come 
unto me, ye shall find rest.” And awhile af- 
ter, he said, “ They that seek the Lord, will 
be ed.” 

During the last few hours of his life he 
maintained a solemn silence ; but lay perfect- 
ly tranquil, collected, and sensible, and from 
the precious evidence to those around him of 
overshadowing good, and the heavenly seren- 
ity of his countenance, he a red as one 
who, having finished his work, was only 
awaiting the mandate to depart: and about 
four o’clock in the afternoon of the 30th of 
the Twelfth month, 1841, this dedicated ser- 
vant of the Lord passed away from his labours, 
as one falling sweetly asleep; and we doubt 
not has realized his blissful anticipation—that 
he has gone to his mansion in heaven. 

He was about seventy-six years of age ; and 
had been a minister more than fifty years. 

His remains were interred in Friends’ bu- 
rial ground, in Stockport, on the 6th: of First 
month, 1842, attended by many relations and 
Friends. Several testimonies were borne to 
the power, and thanksgiving was rendered to 
the goodness, of the Everlasting Father, who 
had sustained our beloved friend through a 
useful and exemplary life, and enabled him to 
finish his course with joy. 


Given forth by the Monthly Meeting held 


at Stockport, the 9th day of the Third month, 


1842. 


VEGETABLE OILS. 


A large quantity of oil is now obtained on 
the continent of Europe, from the seeds of 
the Poppy. It wascommonly supposed, when 
this oil was first introduced into use, that it 
must partake of the narcotic properties of the 
plant; but this was erroneous, for oil, like 
starch, may often be separated from the pecu- 
liar juices of the plant, without being influ- 
enced in the slightest degree by their proper- 
ties. Poppy oil is a very*useful one in the 
composition of varnishes, on account of its 
freedom from colour, and its drying quality ; 
in the northern parts of France it is much 
used by soap-boilers. Oil is also obtained in 
many parts of the Continent, especially Swit- 
zerland, from walnuts and hazel-nuts; it is 
much esteemed by varnishers for the same 
properties as poppy oil. The influence of 
climate on the production of oil, is well shown 
by the fact that, from these nuts, which in 
England would scarcely yield enough to repay 
the labour of extracting, half their weight of 
oil may be extracted in the South of Europe. 
Nearly the same may be said of the Beech, 
from the kernels of which about twenty-seven _ 
per cent. of oil is obtained in some parts of — 
France and Germafty. 
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"mouth on the 27th and 28th. 
~ for worship and discipline held from eleven 





memort ‘GF JOHN WIGHAM. 
(Continued from page 70.) 


“Ast of Fifth month, 1795.—Had a meeting 
at Windham, where the Lord was pleased to 
counsel to several different states, and to 

give ability to communicate it with a consid- 
erable degree of clearness; through Divine 
favour it was a satisfactory meeting. A meet- 
ing at Durham was held in silence, except a 
few words at the close, informing the peuple 
that in accordance with the apostles’ expe- 
rience, we were sensible that of ourselves we 
could do nothing, but were only required to 


THE FRIEND. 





For “The Friend." {till half-past five o'clock, by which I won| Mountain. 








We were four hours in going 


much exhausted. Next day, I proceeded to|eleven miles, being often obliged to alight 
Berwick, where, and at several other places, I/and lead our horses, the hills being so steep 
had meetings; I also attended the Quarterly | and the woods so thick. 


Meeting at Salem, held on the 3d and 4th of 
Sixth month. 


Nineteenth, First-day.—Attended meeting 
at Ferrisburg: next to Moncton and the 


Seventh of Sixth month.—Reached New/Grand Island, as it is called, where a few 
Bedford, where to our mutual pleasure I met | Friends are settled. In getting there, we rode 
my dear friends, Martha Routh, her compan-|a mile in water so deep, as to be above the 
ion Lydia Rotch, and Samuel Smith from | tops of our boots ; and in this wet condition we 


Philadelphia. 


had to ride eight miles before we reached a 


Eighth.—Accompanied by many Friends, | Friend’s house. Next day had a meeting,— 
went to the Yearly Meeting on Rhode Island. | then went ten miles in a canoe, and walked 
I attended its several sittings, and also a pub-| seven to Peru. 


lic meeting held at Portsmouth. Here I met 


Twenty-third.—Afler a meeting at Peru, 


communi¢ate what the Lord gives for that my beloved friends, Deborah Darby, and Re-! returned as before, by land and water, to 
purpose. I could discover in some of the peo- | becca Young—strangers like myself. Through | Grand Isle. 


ple dissatisfaction at the want of words, but I 


Divine assistance we were sweetly united in 


Twenty-fourth.— Returned to Ferrisburg. 


felt peace, and was satisfied with bearing my | gospel labour, by which we were endeared to} We have had hot weather, bad roads, and 
testimony to silent worship, by example as|each other; and when the time came for us| poor accommodation in small log-houses ; in 


well as precept. 


Had a satisfactory meeting | to be separated, each to our several allot-|some places very poor beds. 


The people in 


at Bath, the people chiefly baptists; thence| ments of duty, our parting proved a solemn | these woods seem to have some sense of reli- 
to Broad Cove, forty miles of bad road ; was | one. 


h tossed. I was kindly received by one 
who had lately joined Friends, as well as by 
his wife and family, who were not of our So- 
ciety. Had a meeting next day at Cornelius 
Roads’s; the succeeding one, (Seventh-day,) 
visited some families. 

First-day, 10th.—Had two meetings, one | 
at Cornelius Roads’s, and one at a widow’s 
house at the head of the bay. Several of the 
a here seem tender and convinced of the 

ruth, but stumble.at the cross. I felt satis- 
fied with visiting Gem, sympathizing much 
with some of the young people, children of 
parents who had been many years convinced, 
but continued in weakness, having for want 
of faithfulness, made little progress in reli- 
gion, and, I fear, proved rather a cause of 
stumbling than of assistance to their children. 
I felt very reluctant to leave them. 

»{First-day, 24th.—During the preceding 
two weeks he appears to have travelled on 
horseback, on foot, and by water, 189 miles, 
had about fifteen meetings, besides attending 
a Monthly Meeting at Vassalborough.] His 
narrative proceeds :-— 

At Been’s Green we lodged with Cyrus and 
Mary Dean, who entertained us kindly in a 
little log-house ; though poor as to this world, 
yet they are rich in love and good works, 
which made their abode a sweet comfortable 
lodging-place. They were convinced Friends, 


’ and had been the means of convincing several 


of their neighbours; and a lively little meet- 
ing was settled there. Went next to Lewis- 
town, The meetings have been small since 


| gion: but they live in a very rough slovenly 


[Being joined by his friend, Samuel Smith, | manner, many of them having settled here 


as companion, they travelled together, and 
held many meetings, through a rough coun- 
try, where the roads were difficult; and the 
weather being very hot, Samuel Smith finding 
himself unequal to the exertion of proceeding 
further, left John Wigham at Richmond, and 
turned towards Rhode Island. ] 

Twelfth of Seventh month.—I set out tow- 
ards the Cohons’ country with a Friend named 
Israel Saby, as guide. In two days, travel- 
ling ninety miles, we reached a place called 
Sharon. 

Fifteenth.—Had a meeting in a Friend’s 
house at Strafford. Most of the people living 
near are baptists, by some called Quaker- 
baptists. ‘They express a great desire to 
associate with Friends, and claim a kind of 
kindred with them, professing to hold the 
same sentiments, except on the point of bap- 
tism: but I thought there was among them 
much of a creaturely activity, without suffi- 
ciently seeking for that sanctifying influence, 
under which spiritual worship is performed. 
One of their preachers prayed in our meet- 
ing, during which Friends kept their seats, at 
which some of the people seemed dissatisfied ; 
one woman in particular, did not forbear to 
express it. I spoke a few words, showing 
the reason why we could not unite in prayers 
offered in the time and will of man. I like- 
wise told her I was a stranger, and did not 
know whether the person was a member of 
our Society or not, but I felt an evident stop 
in my mind, which prevented my standing up. 


we left Vassalborough ; but the neighbours of The people generally appeared satisfied with 


other religious societies seem inclined to 
attend, and appear seeking after the right 
way. ~ The Lord was pleased to give and 
enable to communicate matter, which I be- 
lieve was suitable to their states. At Stoney 
and Green in particular, there are a few 
newly convinced Friends, of sweet spirits ; 
through whom, the influence of Truth seemed 
to me to be attractive to the people around 
them. 

Attended the Quarterly Meeting at Fal- 
The meetings 


¥ 


my explanation, and some of them expressed 
their satisfaction: the preacher said nothing. 
I was glad that I was present, and had an 
opportunity of bearing testimony against their 
unauthorized activity. A Friend told» me 
afterwards, that he hoped it would be some 
check to their speaking in Friends’ meetings, 
with which they had been much tried. 

After attending a meeting at Sharon, I set 
out for Ferrisburg, reached Thomas Robin- 
son’s in Vermont, much exhausted by riding 
seventy-five miles in the heat, through a rug- 
ged country, over what is called the Green 


when very poor, retain their slovenly habits, 
even now when they have got plentiful estates. 
Few of them, either men or women, wear 
shoes in the summer. ‘The men wear trow- 
sers and shirts of coarse linen, often with their 
collars open, and without neckcloth ; and be- 
ing sooty from working among the burnt 
wood, they form a singular appearance as 
they come in groups from their work to their 
little huts. I often think that their manner 
of living, ill accords with my dear sister Mar- 
tha Routh’s system—of cleanliness and reli- 
gion going together; but much allowance 
must-be made for the force of custom. The 
Lord regards them in their low estate, and 
there are some precious tender minds among 
them. 

Twenty-sixth.-—Attended meeting at Fer- 
risburg ; and one in the afternoon at Nicho- 
las Holmes’s, six miles «ff. 

Twenty-seventh.—Set out for Danby; next 
day reached Stephen Rodgers’s, a distance of 
seventy miles. Here I stayed a day or two to 
rest, being almost worn out by travelling in 
the heat. 

First of Eighth month.—Stephen Rodgers 
accompanied me toa place called Mount Holly, 
with an intention of holding a meeting; but, 
on arrival, we found that most of the people 
in the settlement being baptists, were gone to 
one of their Quarterly Meetings. After some 
satisfactory conversation with two of their 
families, we returnoliaaiai Button’s, where 
we stayed over Seventh-day. 

Third—First-day—Had a meeting in the 
forenoon in the court-house at Rutland; and 
one in the afternoon.at the presbyterian meet- 
ing-house. Their minister is a mulatto, a 
liberal man,-—he attended the meeting, and I 
believe most of his flock ; it was a favoured 
time,--the Lord afforded ability to declare 
the Truth to the people, who were very atten- 
tive, and some of them affected. ‘The nature 
of a free gospel ministry was pretty clearly 
opened ; yet the minister was respectful, and 
kindly invited us to lodge with him. We 
acknowledged his hospitality, but took leave 
and rode six miles farther to the house of a 
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baptist ) 
| entertained us kindly. 
Saratoga, Eighth month 9th, 1795. 


To his Wife.—I received both my dear 
Eliza’s letters yesterday, which were truly 
acceptable. My heart feels very thankful for 
the favour of health conferred on thee and 
our dear children :—you do indeed feel near 
and dear to my life. How good is the Lord, 
who supplieth all your wants :—thou sayest 

ou want for nothing,—save my company ; 
and that thou knowest can do you no good, if 
my proper place be elsewhere. I have been 
favoured with health beyond my expectation ; 
although the extreme heat of this country is 
exceedingly trying to my constitution, and I 
often feel much overcome by it: feeble and 
faint; [ am very thin in flesh; but on the 
whole, seem renewed day by day, so as to be 
able to keep on travelling, not having been 
detained one day on account of illness. I 
cannot do less than acknowledge with thank- 
fulness, that the Lord hath hitherto helped 
me, (unworthy as | am,) to get along to a 
good degree of satisfaction. 

The sun heats through the wooden houses, 





| 
| 


THE FRIEND. 
= 


an acquaintatioe of Stephen Rodgers, were affectionately kind, and I felt sweetly not think it strange, should you be long in .». 


comforted under their roof.* 

Seventh of Ninth month.—Had a meeting 
at Cornwall in the forenoon ; and one at Clive 
in the forenoon. Went thence over a moun- 
tain to West Point, where I lodged at the 
house of a son-in-law of David Sands. 

{Holding meetings by the way, he appears 
now to have bent his course towards Phila- 
delphia, at which city, he states, he attended 
the Yearly Meeting, and three Monthly Meet- 
ings. On the fifth of Tenth month, he pro- 
ceeded to Baltimore, which he reached on the 
ninth, having had meetings on his way thither 
at Darby, Centre, Kennet, and Wilmington : 
previous to bis leaving Philadelphia, he wrote 
as follows :—] 


Philadelphia, Ninth month 29th, 1795. 


To his son-in-law, John Cruikshank. 
I have often remembered thee and thy dear 
wife, with affectionate love and fatherly soli- 
citude, greatly desiring your preservation and 
perseverance in religious pursuits. Having 
believed you are called to be way-marks, to 
hold up an ensign to the people, it has often 
been the prayer of my heart, that you may be 





so that they feel like being in a stove ; and | so preserved, that it may never be said of you, 
the flies are so numerous, they are exceed-|as it hath happened to Israel, “ when a stand- 
ingly troublesome, and as soon as day-light| ard bearer fainteth.” If you, my dear chil- 


appears, | can obtain no more rest. 





I| dren, be watchful and obedient in all things, 
have been as far North as Lake Champlain, | the Lord will keep you. 


He [the Shepherd 


and over it at a place called Peru, adjoining | of Israel] neither slumbers nor sleeps; and 


Canada. 


There are some settlements of/none is able to pluck his sheep out of His 


Friends here and there all over the woods. I| hand:—if you do not yourselves turn away 


have had long rides and bad roads for some|from Him, no power can hurt you. 


Take 


weeks past ; but now have got where Friends | care that you prefer nothing before Him ; for 


are more thickly settled. 


If he 


such as do so, are not worthy of Him. 


P have given thee a pretty full account of} bring you into the furnace, itis for your re- 


my bodily state; and as to the mind, the 
varied exercises attendant on poor travellers, 
thou knowest from experimental feeling, bet- 
ter than from any description I can give with 
my pen. Thou knowest what a poor creature 
I am, hobbling along much as usual. I am 
frequently detained visiting families, and 
having meetings among those of other soci- 
eties; so that I get on but slowly: but I 
sometimes think perhaps I may not have to 
visit all America, but in this I desire to be 

i tothe Lord’s will. I believe I need 
not put thee in mind to pray for my preser- 
vation j+that cementing, uniting sympathy, 
which subsists between us, rs it impos- 
sible for us not to feel concerned for the wel- 
c own. 
Tenth of Eighth month.—First-day, at 
Saratoga: I attended their meeting, moving 
held several others on my way hither. 
remained at the house of Thomas Welbert 
over Second-day. Here I had the satisfaction 
of receiving two letters from my dear wife, 
informing me of the welfare of my family, at 
which [I was glad. I spent the day in writing 
to her and some others. 

Eleventh.—-Arrived at Eastbourn, where I 
attended the Quarterly Meeting, and had a 





finernent :—if He proclaim a fast, it is to 
make your appetites better :—if He dip you 
in Jordan, the river of judgment, it is in order 
for your further washing ;—and all to make 
you more fruitful in those things, by which 
His excellent name is glorified ; that you also 
may be glorified with Him in an endless eter- 
nity, when these few fleeting days are over. 
And truly, a termination to our earthly pil- 
grimage may soon come; numerous are the 
instances of mortality now in this commiey not 
so much here as in New York, where a fever 
prevails, similar to the one that in this 
city two years ago, of which I doubt not, you 
have accounts in the newspapers. Much sick- 
ness also exists in many other parts of the 
country, arising from fevers, fluxes, &c., of 
which many die. 

This has been considered a remarkably hot 
summer ; and indeed it has felt so to me, and 
1 have been much overcome with it; yet, 
through mercy, | have been enabled to move 
along ; and now the weather is cooler, I am as 
well as usual. It is now the time of the 
Yearly Meeting here; when it is over I ex- 
pect to go towards Baltimore, and then during 
the winter to Virginia, Maryland, and the 
Carolinas, whence, perhaps I may not have 


public meeting with the inhabitants; and on/any opportunity of writing ; so that you need 


the fifteenth proceeded onwards, holding many 
meetings, till I reached Cornwall ; near which 
1 lodged at the house of David Sands, which 
seenied like home; his dear wife and daughters 





* David Sands was at this time absent, being en- 
gaged in a religious visit to Friends and others in 
Eu. ope. 


hearing from me, though I intend to write to. 
some of you should any way open for it. 

Give my dear love to my poor childreg 
often think how they are left—fatherle: 
motherless,—and sometimes it feels pinching; 
but I hope He, whom we believe we are folk 
lowing, will do that which is best for them; 
if they do not oppose His will; and this they 
might do, even if we were with them.* 

(To be continued.) 





_For “ The Friend.” 
ON FOLLOWING THE FASHIONS. 


I have sometimes heard it alleged, by those 
who are disposed to escape from the restraints 
of the cross, that the testimony which the 
religious Society of Friends has always borne 
against following the vain fashions and costly 
extravagancies of the world, is but a narrow 
prejudice and conceit of their own, without 
the obligation or sanction of any Christian 
precept. That this is an error, will readily 
be perceived by an unprejudiced perusal of the 
sacred pages, where the precepts which enjoin 
it are as clearly laid down as any other gos- 
pel requisition. 

It is the effect of true religion, under what- 
ever name it is found, to lead to a strict ob- 
servance of the sacred command, “ Be not 
conformed to this world ;” and the greater 
the spiritual attainments of any are, the more 
imperative do they feel the obligation to come 
out and be separate from whatever tends to 
encourage or foster the spirit and friendships 
and fashions of a vain and wicked world. The 
mere professor is always seeking ease to the 
flesh, and construes the requirements of reli- 
gion ina loose and superficial manner, so,as to 
cost the smallest sacrifice, and the least self- 
mortification. If his conscience at times con- 
victs him for thus shaking hands with the 
the world, he strives to quiet its reproofs by 
some concessions; but the reluctance with 
which they are made, proves that his heart 
is not in them, and:that they are wrung from 
him rather by fear, than performed in cheer- 
ful obedience to the will of a merciful and be- 
nevolent Redeemer. How painful it is to see 
our young Friends coming as near the world 
in its vain customs and fashions, as they can 
do without throwing aside all regard to the 
secret pleadings of the Divine Witness ; thus 
placing thémselves as in the border of the 
enemy’s country, and risking their safety and 
happiness for the paltry gratification of gain- 
ing the applause of men. These “love the 
praise of men more than the praise of God :” 
and how does the rebuke of the Saviour come 
home to such individuals, “ How can ye be- 
lieve, who receive honour one of another, and 
seek not the honour that cometh from God 


-— a 

have lately met with some remarks of 
the pious Andrew Fuller on this subject, which 
seem to me so just and appropriate, that they 
must gain the assent of every serious mind ; 
and coming from a preacher of another reli- 





_* At this period his wife had Jeft her home on reli- 
gious service. 
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he Society of Friends is not alone in its views 
the Christian obligation to simplicity and 
Wenial, though no other people have ap- 
hed so near the gospel standard. He 
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Many have fallen sacrifices not only to 


; the love of the world, but to a conformity to 


it. These are not the same thing, though fre- 
quently found in the same person. The object 
of one is principally the acquisition of wealth, 
the other respects the manner of spending it. 
That is often penurious ; this wishes to cut a 
figure and to appear like people of fashion. 
The former is the lust of the eye ; the latter 
is the pride of life. We need not affect singu- 
larity in things indifferent, but to engage in 
the chase of fashionable appearance, is not only 
an indication of a vain and little mind, but is 
certainly inconsistent with pressing towards 


God in Christ Jesus.’ The desire of making 
an appearance has ruined many peuple in their 
circumstances, more in their characters, and 
most-of all in their souls. 
ourselves that we can pursue these things, and 
be religious at the same time, but it is a mis- 
take. The vanity of mind which they cherish, 
eats up every thing of a humble, serious, and 
holy nature; rendering us an easy prey to 
temptation, when solicited to do as others do 
in any evil thing. A Christian’s rule is the 
revealed will of God ; and where the customs 
of the world run counter to this, it is his busi- 
ness to withstand them, even though, in so 
doing, he may have to withstand a multitude ; 
yea, and a multitude of people of fashion : but 
if we feel ambitious of their applause, we shall 
not be able to endure the scorn which a sin- 
gulagity of conduct will draw upon us. ‘Thus 
we shall be carried down the stream by the 
course of this world; and shall either fall into 
the gulph of perdition, or if any good thing 
should be found ia us toward the Lord God of 
Israel, it will be almost indiscernible and use- 
less. In short, such characters are undoubt- 
edly in a backsliding state, whether they be 
ever recovered from itor not. ‘The case of 
the Laodiceans seems to approach the most 
to theirs, of any thing which in Scripture 
occurs to me. ‘They were neither cold nor 
hot; neither the decided friends of Christ, 
nor his avowed enemies: they could not re- 
linquish the world in favour of religion, yet 
neither could they let religion alone. They 
were vainly puffed up with a notion of their 
wealth, their wisdom and their finery ; saying, 
I am rich and increased in goods, and have 
need of nothing; but in the account of the 
faithful and true Witness, they were poor, 
‘and Wretched;and miserable, and blind, and 
naked. Such a decision ought to make us 
tremble,at the thought of aspiring to imitate 
people of fashion.” 


Religious Waiting, from an Epistle of 1741. 


In all your meetings, appointed for reli- 
gious worship, wait, with reverence and devo- 
tion of heart and soul, for the power and life- 
giving presence of God, which is the crown 
‘and diadem of our assemblies; take care, in 


We may flatter | 








| praise, who only is worthy forever. 


THE FRIEND. 


this day of ease and liberty, lest a spirit of know how soon. Those'that have in measure 
lukewarmness and indifferency prevail over| witnessed such feelings, may guess at my con. 
you, to the stopping up the streams of the) dition, but none else can. ‘l'owards the morn. 
water of life, rendering you like the barren) ing of this blessed day, (I call it so, because 
heath in the wilderness; and be watohfel, | the Lord made it so to me, by His eminent 
that an indolent and sluggish disposition ap-| visitation, fur which I am thankful,) I was 
pear not, to the stumbling of serious inquirers. | still more surprised, when my companion, who 
was somewhat recovered of his convulsions, 

preached such a sermon as I never befure 

For The Friend.” |heard. O! how did he exclaim against the 
JOHN DAVIS. pleasures, follies, and vanities of this world, 
(Continued from page 72.) condemning those that lived in and loved 

In 1702, about the thirty-sixth year of my them ; continuing his discourse nearly an 
age, I was servant to a great man,* in a| ur pretty regularly, and in a strain so affect. 
family which consisted of about one hundred |‘®sly reaching, and attended with such power, 
and twenty persons. I had contracted a par-|*h#t both myself, and a young man who sat up 
ticular friendship with a young man, who was! with me, were much broken in our spirits, and 
almost as wicked as myself, with whom I was|"e@dy; like some of old, to query, “ What is 
frequently practising some extraordinary ex-|*@ meaning of these things, which are so 


the * mark for the prize of the highealling of e888 im drinking, gaming, and many other|S\range to us?” I went to bed, in order to get 


ways of wickedness, even to the endangering | °°™° rest after such fatigue, and then to my 
of both soul and body. |friend again. 1 found him much down in 

The Lord, who had seen the fury of satan, | mind ; and what had happened made such an 
that was hurrying me into the pit of destruc. | '"PFession, that we came tothe conclusion, 
tion, began to arise to be avenged of His ad.\' at the amendment of our lives was abso- 
versary, and of that nature that had joined | utely necessary: but how to put it in ae 
with him. First, He laid his hand of judg-|"* We knew not, bat of us being destitute 
ment on my companion, who was taken sud-|f 8° much as a profession of religion; only 
denly with violent convulsions, so that for! for form’s sake, and to please we ee 
several hours his life was despaired of. 1 was times went to a chapel that was in the house. 


playing at dice amongst my companions, when | We began to consult what methods to take 





| word was brought me, that he was dying. 1 | put those good resolutions in practice ; wey 


soon left my game and went to him; which Sought ” obtain a — of righteousness by 
event I seldom remember but I am bowed in walking in the way which led aya) 08 the best 
spirit, in thankful acknowledgmeuts to the |Of our knowledge ; we looked into thé Berip- 
Lord, for His great mercy to so unworthy q|tures; inquired concerning the priuciples and 
wretch as.1.then was; and I am made tose (doctrines of religion,—and the Holy One of 
many times, “Surely if the Lord had not {srael who thus led =~ seek Him, did — 
helped us, we had been as Sodom, and been perform his promise, in helping us to find Him, 
made like unto Gomorrah.” But for His who is * the Author and Finisher of the faith 
seed’s sake, which he still loved, that was of all who truly believe in Him.” The family 
oppressed and loaded as a cart with sheaves, | ctor wae eee ae 


He was pleased to look upon us when we lay time; he was a Quaker by profession, and 


polluted in our blood, and said to us, “ Live :” one of whom we had taken much notice. His 
for which my soul cannot but adore His good- conversation’ was sober and pum but we 
ness and mercy, and make humble acknow- thought him’ too ‘Git of ‘self-rigueceaness, 
ledgments at this time, returning Him all the because he would speak of the peace and satis- 
faction he felt, and would recommend us to 
1 was surprised to find my friend struggling wait upon the Lord in stillness, for wisdom 
as it were with death, and [ sat down on the and counsel in our own hearts. This — 
bed off which he lay. He continued in a pre- such a mystery to us, that we believed nothing 
carious situation for a considerable part of of it; but tie Lord who regarded tis, Tarummed 
the night. The consideration of his future him with egitable snewers to all our sabite 
state took hold of my mind, and I said in my questions. TF could not but think, if what the 
heart, “ If he go now, eternal misery must be spoke of was true, (a8 to his inward feelings.) 
his portion ;” and turning the reflection home he was the hapaigeagme living + but gal 
to myself, a fear, horror, and amazement net believe any euch mate attainable Be te 
seized me, which cannot be truly described by side the grave. Nothing, or very little, did I 
words. This settled upon my spirit, from then know of the Quakers’ principles; I 
under which I was not able to get; for the ee them a foolish, mistaken people, on 
Lord broke in upon me, and deep was my dis- ane ee al hated they. 
tress of soul at this time: ’tis hard to tell my nt aa rm a Te aie eeeome 
then thoughts, which were accompanied with such @ burden—greater than we could bear 
tears, without words ; and I had that night an neg be the thought of turning Quaker oo 
alarming sight of the miserable state my poor terrible, that we concluded to have nothing to 
soul was in. 1 saw that I was got as it were do with Ut, but try to find out some other way, 
to the brink of the pit,—that my measure of whereby we might obtets purden for our sim, 
iniquity was nearly filled up,—that if 1 went “a get poses wie Ged.” Ee mappenee — 
op, everlasting wrath and condemnation from this doctor had found in our master’s library, 


1 RR : Robert Barclay’s Apology, which he lent me 
ee Te ee ee ee to read; und when I had perused but a part 
* The Duke of Northumberland. 


of it, my understanding was so fully opened, as 
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pe, the doctrinal part of Friends’ principles, 
that, from that time to the present day, | 
have never had a doubt concerning their 
truth; and my friend was of the same 
opinion ;—but it brought us into a great 


strait. We saw they were right; but the 
way appeared so narrow, that as yet we could 
not think of attempting to walk in it. I can- 
not easily describe the reasunings and con- 
sullings on this occasion; when the enemy 
would represent,—‘“ You must be stripped of 
your pleasures and delights, all your triends 
and companions, and every thing that is lovely 
ia your eyes, and become the mock and scorn 
of all that know you!” ‘The promising cir- 
cumstances [| was in, as to outward things, 
and the strong inclination to evil, wade me 
conclude at times, if there be No other way 
for me to be saved, | must perish, for it 1s 
impossible for me to join with this. But, 


THE FRIEND. 


ET —— 





showed me His many deliverances from par- 
ticular temptations into which I had fallen, 
and which endangered my life; and thus | 
saw His preserving providence had been 
around me through all, and that He now 
offered to pardon the black scroll of iniquity 
which was written against me. I further saw, 
that it was He who had begotten that short 
prayer in my heart, (before mentioned,) and 
now, after sixteen years, had come to show 
me the way in which I might worship Him 
acceptably, if 1 would accept it: but it must 
be on His conditions, not my own. He bid me 
not fear, and that He would help me,—that 
all things (however impossible in the eyes of 
men) were possible with Him. Thus the 
Lord reasoned with me, gave me understand- 
ing, and won upon my spirit by His great love 
and condescension, so that a desire was begot 
in my heart to follow Him; and for a trial of 


when I thought of peace with God, and the | my obedience, He gave me this word, which 
enjoyment of a quiet couscieuce, 1 was much | lives on my spirit—* Cease to do evil.” Un- medicine were sufficient. The Lord worked 

rplexed in my mind, still striving to save 'der this exercise, | was as one dumb before | much with him, showing him what He re- 
myself from being a Quaker. My triead was Him, who opened my heart to say, * Lord,| quired, yet he could not give up to the hard 
under much the same circumstances; but | thou hast bid me ‘cease to do evil; how cun 


God, whose eyes run to and fro in the earth, 
beholding the evil and the good in all man- 
kind, saw our weakness, and the strength of 
our enemies. He arose for our help, aud we 
saw wonders, and were made witnesses of 
part of the prophecy of Joel, spoken of in the 
second chapter of the Acts, 17th verse. 

I would tenderly caution all Friends who 
read these lines, to be very careful, and keep 
their places in the Truth, when their lots 
may be cast amongst those who are tender in 
spirit, or newly convinced; for had not the 
doctor been preserved in tenderness during 
his conversation with us, it might have been 
to our great hurt; for there was a part in us 
that waited for his halting, and there was 
searce a word or motion of his we did not 
observe. But he being kept solid and weighty 
in his spirit, was made helpful to us; and it 
was a time of great comfort to him for our 
sakes, through the kindness and love of God 
to us all: for which my soul is thankful in the 
remembrance of that day of great love and 
mercy, and | desire that God alone may have 
all the glory, who only is worthy, saith my 
soul ! 

it being thus with us, and many Scriptures 
opening clear to our understandings, for our 
comfort and encouragement, we were a little 
strengthened in our resolutions to leave all and 
follow the Lord in His own way ; and I was 
very sincere and earnest in the work. My 
nights were often spent in waiting on the Lord 
in stillness and quietness of mind, which the 
Lord was often pleased to give me, frequently 
bringing to my remembrance my former ex- 
perience ; so that I witnessed the truth of that 
saying of Christ, “* When the Comforter doth 
come, he shall bring all things to your remem- 
brance, whatsoever | have said unto you.” 
Thus I was made sensible of His kindness, in 
visiting me even in my childhood. These 
things were clearly brought to the view of my 
understanding; and in my waitings on the 
Lord, times and places were set before me 
when and where iniquity prevailed, as if it 
had been but yesterday. Moreover, the Lord 


that be? Thou knowest all my former resolu- 
tions are cume to nothing, and I am as dust 
before thee, wherein there is no strength. 
Uh ! do thou manifest thy power, that my soul 
may be obedient to thy will.” After this sup- 
plication in soul, I was still awhile, when on 
a sudden I became as one in a trance, and my 
spirit was carried into a place that was very 
glorious, where a voice of praising God was 
heard. I was willing to have staid there ; but 
after some time, i heard a voice saying, 
‘This is the power that overcometh the world, 
which those that follow me truly shall enjoy, 
and be clothed in it.” 

None but sensible souls can understand how 
I was affected with this great condescension 
of the Everlasting God, to so wretched a 
creature as | then was, for I was in great dis 
tress; but God findeth a way to help such. 
In confidence of which, my heart was open to 
say, *O Lord! for a token of thy faithful- 
ness, and that thou wilt be with me, help me, 
and give me victory over this evil ;”—mean- 
ing that which had the greatest place in my 
heart. ' 

Now what shall I say to extol/the merc 
and wonderful love of God? For ahi Wei 
after, I could not accuse myself in thought, 
word, or deed, in that particular evil. And I 
stand this day a witness for God, that He is 
both able and willing to save men from sin. 
At this time [ am made to testify, in His fear, 
that it was by a measure of the same light 
and grace which reproved me for my sins, 
that my understanding was opened, and that 
I came to witness what I have before written. 
By the power therein, my soul came to know 
an overcoming, that is of God and not of man ; 
although it be by man’s accepting and using 
the power during his visitation. 

The Lord having thus won me to willing- 
ness in some degree, was pleased to teach me 
how to wait upon Him for strength; which, 
from time to time, He afforded, and now be. 
gan to kindle the fire of His judgments in my 
heart, against that seed of iniquity which was 
in it. I was made willing to endure the burn- 
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ing thereof, and I came to understand that 
great sight which Moses saw,—the “ bush” 
burning, and not consumed ;” for although it — 
was hot and painful in my heart, yet the eool 
breath of the love of God, at times felt, made 
ine willing to endure with patience ;: having 
hope, that thereby He would cleanse my soul ; 
and, in His own time, prepare therein an habi- 
tation for his Holy Spirit. ‘This was what I 
earnestly desired, and a travail was often on 
my spirit, that His holy fear might be placed 
on my heart; so in the strength given me, I 
went about my outward business, in which the 
Lord concerned me to be more careful, honest, 
and diligent, than I had been; and I was 
helped to bear a good testimony for the Truth 
in that respect, to which my enemies were 
made to confess, to the.glory of His name 
that did it. 

Now to return to my friend, whose distem- 
per turned to asthma, for which no doctor or 


condition of being a Quaker, But, as he was 
sitting alone in his room, the Lord opened in 
his mind, that if he would but be obedient, he 
should be cured without doctor or medicine ; 
upon which, he left off making use of either, 
and, striving to be faithful, in about two weeks 
he was able to go out of his room, when, in 
the power of God, he declared many excel- 
lent things concerning Him and His kingdom, 
in the hearing of myself and of several others 
of the family, who seemed pleased with his 
company. ‘lhus we began to be taken notice 
of; and there were some Nicodemuses, who 
would steal to us often in the night ; for it was 
a time of large visitation .over the family, 
insomuch, that not less than seven orseight 
persons therein were convinced of Truth’s 
principles. For my part, I was made to leave 
all company but this, and often to retire in the 
fields and gardens, pouring,out my prayers 
and tears before the Lealt for mercy and 
strength to go forward in the way my feet 
were set; for the en@my raised up much per- 
secution, temptation, and provocation against 
me. My old companions urged me to go with 
them to former practices, having a pleasure 
in my good company, as they called it; for I 
could drink, game, sing, and tell abundance of 
diverting stories; but I durst not go; and 
would sometimes lock myself up, and occa- 
sionally steal into the garden or fields. Once 
they found me, and with them, they said, I 
must and should go. So after reasoning 
awhile | consented, on condition that I might 
have my liberty to drink only what I pleased, 
and not meddle with any games. To this 
they consented, and | went, staying several 
hours; but I was concerned to keep near the 
Lord in spirit, who preserved me ; and I could 
perceive they got tired of my company, I 
being a burdensome stone to them. I left 
them, and they never asked me to go with 
them again, that I remember. Being got 
over this, | became zealous for God, con- 
versing with the priests, (of whom many fre- 
quented the family, there being several pro- 
fessions to religion im the house,) but the 
Lord gave me dominiom over their spirits, and 
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_. wisdom was in my mouth to confound their 
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eceit. One, more wicked than the rest, un- 
srtook to preach against the Light Within, 
id had leave from our master to use the 
gape! for that end. Great expectation was 
many, to hear what he would say ; but the 
ord so confounded him, that he got into 
eat disgrace and disrespect, insomuch, that 
many of the family were ashamed of his mis- 
I got to a place where I heard 
of his discourse, which confirmed me of 
the wickedness of his act, and gave me a 
good opportunity to lay open the vileness of 
his spirit before some of the family who were 
tender. I was concerned to expose the spirit 
of pride, the dressing of the women; and to 
cry out against the steward’s injustice and 
unmerciful dealing—against gaming, singing, 
and drinking. And | would sometimes sit 
down, and warn them for their good, as the 
Lord opened my understanding. ‘Truth having 
dominion over all, they would be sober and 
pleased with my discourse ; and the Lord was 
with me, and encouraged me. Many of the 
family believed this fit (as they called it) 
would not last long, believing [ had more wit 
than to be a Quaker; and I had never yet 
been at a meeting. The doctor was gone, and 
my friend and | were left alone amongst a 
perverse people, who looked on us as speckled 
birds; and though sueh as were tender 
amongst them loved us, they had not courage 
enough to own us. 
(To be continued.) 


Terra Di Sienna.—We learn from a Lan- 
caster paper that this valuable and rare min- 
eral colour, so indispensable to the artist, from 
meant of tints which it is susceptible of 
enabling the portrait painter to bestow upon 
his canvass, has been discovered in the neigh- 
bourhood of Lancaster on the property of P. 
Reitzel, Esq. It is said to be equal, if not 
superior to, the imported article of the same 
name.—Late Paper. 
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FAITH. 
By R.S.S. Anpros. 


A swallow in the Spring, 
Came to our granary, and ‘neath the eaves 
Essay’d to make a nest, and there did bring 
Wet earth and straw and leaves. 


Day after day she teil’d, 
With patient art, but ere her work was crown'd, 
Some sad mishap the tiny fabric spoil’d, 

And dashed it to the ground. 


She found the ruin wrought; 
Yet not cast down, furth from her place she flew, 
And with her mate, fresh earth and grasses brought, 
And built ber nest anew. 


But searcely had she placed 

The last soft feather on its ample floor, 

When wicked hand, or chance, again laid waste, 
And wrought the ruin o'er. 


Bat still her heart she kept, 
And toil’d again ; and, last night, hearing culls, 
1 look’d, and lo! three little swallows slept 
Within the earth-made walls. 


What Truth is here, O, Man! 
Hath Hope been smitten in its early dawn ? 
Have clouds o’ercast tee: trust, or plan ? 


Have Faith, an gle on! 








THE FRIEND. 


For * The Friend.” 
IMPOTENCY OF MAN. 


From the German. 


Great is the Lord! the glory of his might 
His works of wonder speak on every sive ; 
Stars are but drops in yonder sea of light, 
Which rolls through boundless space a sparkling tide ! 


Oh, where, when midst thy works I would rejoice, 
Shall I beginning or conclusion know ? 
What thunder shall give compass to my voice ? 
What angel intellect shall thought bestow ? 
Oh, who will guide my mounting spirit now, 
That longs to tread the everlasting hiils ? 
The finite mird o’ertasked is fain to bow; 
This lower world its full coaception fills! 
As beauteous night comes kindling up her fires, 
Great thoughts and noble feelings in me move ; 
‘Touched with the loveliness my soul inquires 
What greater glory crowns the heaven of love ? 
A poor, weak, finite child of dust, am I! 
i cannot grasp the knowledge I have sought ; 
As fancy shadows forth futurity 
I sink, o’crwhelmed, bepeath the mighty thought! 
— 
It isssaid that the export of silver from S. 
America to Europe, is now larger than it has 
ever been since the separation of the colonies 


trom Spain, upwards of twenty years ago. 


TWELFTH MONTH, 3, 1842. 








The severity of the cold for the last fort- 
night, premonitory, perhaps, of a long and 
hard winter, is well calculated to awaken 
sympathy and commiseration, tor a numerous 
class within the boundaries of our city and 
districts, who at the present peculiarly dis- 
tressing crisis, are sadly stinted in the means 
of support, and unprovided in the pressing 
emergency, with the necessary supplies of 
food, clothing and fuel. Our attention was 
at once turned to those excellent and effective 
charitable institutions, the Union Benevolent 
Association, and the several Soup-house estab- 
lishments, with a hope that they would be 
speedily placed in full operation. It is there- 
fore with much pleasure that we comply with 
a request to insert the following notice :— 


WESTERN SOUP SOCIETY. 


rn Soup Society has decided to 


_ 8. E. corner of George and 
th streets, on Third-day next, 





(First-days excepted,) between the hours o 
11 a.m. and 1 p. m. during the winter season. 

The society has been induced to take this 
step, in anticipation of the usual time of open- 
ing the house, from the fact which has come 


to its knowledge, of the unusual number of 


those who are literally without food for them. 
selves and children. 

This mode of relief comes recommended to 
us, after many years experience has tested its 
efficiency, and the little liability there is of its 
abuse. In every case claiming relief, a re- 
commendation is expected from some respect- 
able person to whom the applicant is known. 
Where this testimonial is wanting, a tempo- 
rary supply is given, a visit made to such fam- 
ilies, and their circumstances inquired into by 


the 6th instant, for the delivery of Soup, daily, 
f 


visiters of the Union Benevolent Association, 
who attend daiiy at the house, evincing much 
kindness and alacrity in performing a service 
for which their previous knowledge and expe. 
rience peculiarly qualifies them. 

Although well aware of the many claims 
which press upon the diminished means of our 
citizens, and which might tend to lessen the 
flow of their accustomed liberality, the Soci- 
ety cannot, for a moment, suppose that an 
appeal, such as is here preferred, will remain 
unanswered; an appeal which comes from 
brethren and sisters who are cold, destitute, and 
in want of daily food, to those who are abun. 
dantly supplied with outward comforts and 
blessings. 

At the time, or during the winter, 
any who may have meat, potatoes, rice, or 
other provisions which they are willing to 
bestow, are requested to send them to the 
Soup-house. 

Contributions in money will be gratefully} 
received by M. L. Dawson, treasurer, north. ” 
west corner Filbert and Tenth streets, or by 
either of the undernamed members: M. C. 
Cope, S. Bettle, jr., J. M. Wetherill, Loyd 
Baily. - 

Twelfih mo. 3d, 1842. 


WEST TOWN SCHOOL. 


The committee to superintend the Boarding 
School at West Town, will meet in Philadel~ 
phia on Sixth-day, the 9th instant, at three 
o’clock, p. M. 

The committee on Instruction meet on the 
same day at 10 o’clock, a. m. 

‘Tuomas Kimper, Clerk. 

Philad. 12th mo. 3d, 1842. 


AGENCY. 

Our friend Reuben G. Peckham, of Provi- 
dence, RK. I., requesting to be released from 
the agency of “ ‘Phe Friend ;” will our sub- 
scribers in that city be kind enough to for- 
ward the name of a suitable Friend who may 
be willing to succeed him ? 

The following agents appointed during the 
course of the publication of the 15th volume, 
were unintentionally omitted in the last re- 
vised list of agents, inserted in No. 2 of the 
current volume. 

Tobias Meader, Dover, New Hampshire. 

Jonathan E. Cox, Rich Square, Northamp- 
ton county, N. C. 

Marniep, at Friends’ Meeting-house, Medford, N. 
J., on Fifth-day, the 13th of Tenth month last, Samvet 
H. Roserrs, of Cropwell, to Anigaut Ann, daughter of 
David Haines of the former place. 

——, at Friends’ Mecting-house, North Sixth st. 
Philadelphia, on Third-day, the 29th of Eleventh month, 
Joseru Jones, of Newton, N. J., to Sanan S. daughter 
of Adam Brooks. 
—___________] 

Diep, on the 24th cf Eleventh month, at the residence 
of her father, Marta, daughter of Clayton Hancock, 
of Springfield, N. J., in the 17th year of her age. She 
was taken ill at West-town School, and was obliged to 
leave before the close of the last session. 
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